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Presentation Overview 

College Search

● College Search 
Platforms 

● Categories of 
Colleges

Application 
Process

● Types & Platforms

● Letters of 
Recommendation

● Transcripts

● Dates & Deadlines

Testing & Aid

● ACT/SAT Scores

● College Athletics

● Financial Aid



Student’s Role 
Drive the Application Process
● Complete college applications
● Write essays
● Initiate contact with 

counselors & teachers
● Complete letter of rec forms 

(nvhsguidance.com)
● Request official test score 

from testing agency
● List colleges in College 

Application Manager

Research & Planning

● Attend on-campus college visits

● Attend NVHS College Rep Visits, if 
needed (Fall 2026)

● Research institution scholarships on 
college websites

● Use SchooLinks to explore 
scholarships

● Pay attention to deadlines



Parent/Guardian Role 

Discuss College Fit
Engage with your child in 
meaningful conversations about 
what matters most in their college 
search:

Academic: Majors, programs, & 
educational environment

Personal: Location, campus size, & 
student life

Financial: Tuition, scholarships, & 
family budget

Financial Aid Planning
Process to maximize opportunities 
for funding:

Work collaboratively with your 
child to complete and submit the 
FAFSA application.

FAFSA - Opens October 2026
Prepare early for the financial aid 



School Counselor’s Role

Application Documents
● Complete counselor portion 

in Schoolinks:

○ Letters of Rec

○ School Report / Evaluation

○ Send transcripts or other 
supporting documents

Ongoing Support
● Counselors will be available 

to support students and 
parents throughout the 
application process

● Direct assistance and 
guidance for navigating 
deadlines and platform 
updates



College Search



College Search Platforms

SchooLinks
www.schoolinks.com

BigFuture
bigfuture.collegeboard.org

College Navigator
nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator

College Ready
www.collegeready.org

http://www.schoolinks.com
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/


College Rep Visits @ NVHS

Schedule & Overview
● Student Sessions Only
● Held during lunch/option periods 

in various locations.
● September and October
● Direct meetings with college 

representatives and admission 
counselors.

How to Register
Register for college visits in 
SchooLinks. Engage → Events

Attending During Class?
Please fill out a COLLEGE VISIT 
PERMISSION FORM at least 
24 hours in advance.
Available in Class House.

Calendar of Upcoming Visits
nvhsguidance.com/college-visits

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/embed?src=v030sftpijilhollisdvqvrm4b29bgf5@import.calendar.google.com&ctz=America/Chicago


September 26 11:00 AM - 3:00 PM Navy Pier, Chicago

October 5 6:00 - 8:00 PM Waubonsee Comm. College

October 13 6:00 - 8:00 PM Benedictine University Gym 

October 14 6:00 - 8:00 PM Joliet Junior College

Local College Fairs



Safety
(Likely) School

Academic Safety: Your 
credentials exceed 
admission standards.

Financial Safety: The 
school is affordable for 
your family.

Students should apply to 
at least 1 safety school.

Target
School

Your credentials are 
within the range of 
published admissions 
standards, but admission 
is not guaranteed.

Solid Match

Reach
School

Your credentials are 
barely at or below 
published standards.

Highly selective schools 
are reaches for everyone.

Admits 5-20%

Categories of Colleges



Application Process
Types of Applications



College Application Platforms

Common 
Application
www.commonapp.org

Coalition 
Application
www.coalitionforcollege
access.org

Niche Direct 
Admissions
www.niche.com

Electronic 
Institutional
School-Specific Online 
Application

QuestBridge
www.questbridge.org

Historically 
Black Common 
App
commonblackcollege
app.com

http://www.commonapp.org
http://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org
http://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org
https://www.niche.com/
https://www.questbridge.org/
https://commonblackcollegeapp.com/
https://commonblackcollegeapp.com/


Electronic
Institutional
Portals

School-Specific Systems
Many universities host application 
systems directly on their websites.

● Example include Illinois State 
University

● UC and Texas 



Common App

  
1,100+
Colleges & 
Universities 
One single online 
application to 
apply to nearly 
over 1000 
institutions. 

 Essay
Often 
Required 
A student essay is 
frequently a core 
requirement for 
your submission. 

 Fees
Varies by 
School 
Application fee(s) 
vary depending on 
each individual 
institution. 

 FERPA
Mandatory 

You MUST 
complete the 
FERPA release 
authorization.



Common App

1. Complete 1x
● Profile
● Family
● Education
● Testing
● Activities/Experiences
● Writing

2. Add Colleges

1

2



Common 
App

 My Colleges
Each college added will list 
specific requirements & 
sections to complete 1

2
⚠ IMPORTANT NOTE
Teachers and Counselor Recommenders 
will not be listed in Common App



FERPA & Recommenders in 
Common App

1. Waiving Your Right
Waiving your rights lets colleges know 
that you do not intend to read your 
recommendations, which helps reassure 
colleges that the letters are candid and 
truthful.

2. Outside/Other Recommenders 
will be added into Common App under 
each school the student applies to

⚠ IMPORTANT NOTE
Teachers and Counselor Recommenders 
will not be listed in Common App

1

2



Application Types


Early 
Decision
Binding Agreement

Apply early (typically 
November). If accepted, 
you are committed to 
attend and must 
withdraw other 
applications.


Early Action
Non-Binding

Apply early for an early 
response. No obligation 
to commit; you have 
until May 1st to make 
your final decision.


Regular 
Decision
Standard Path

Submit applications by 
winter deadlines 
(Jan/Feb). Decisions are 
released in late spring, 
with commitments due 
by May 1st.


Rolling 
Admissions
First-Come Basis

Applications are 
reviewed as they are 
received. Offers of 
admission continue 
until all class seats are 
filled.



Application 
Type

Apply Early Receive 
Decision 

Early

Agreement 
binding

Can apply to 
other 

schools

Student 
Decision 

Day

Early 
Decision

(ED)

Yes, but only 
Early Action or 

Regular Decision

N/A
Binding 

Agreement

Early 
Action

(EA or REA)
May 1st

Regular 
Decision May 1st

Rolling 
Decision

No hard 
Deadline

Review apps 
as received May 1st



How Many Applications to Submit?

The Strategy
Varies by Student

There is no single correct 
number. Some students 
apply to just one school, 
while others apply to many.

The key is focusing on 
quality, thoughtful 
applications rather than 
volume.

The Numbers
3 - 7 Schools

Generally, applying to about 
3-7 schools is the 
recommended sweet spot 
for most applications.

Depending on individual 
goals, a broader range of 
5-10 schools may be 
appropriate.

Common App is capped at 
20 applications

The Balance
Finding the Fit

It is entirely about finding the 
right fit academically, 
socially, and financially.

Ensure a healthy, realistic 
mix between safety, target, 
and reach schools.



SchooLinks
Platform for managing School Documents for 

College Applications 



SchooLinks
Ways to Access the Platform

Guidance Site
Go to 
www.nvhsguidance.com 
and navigate to the College 
& Career tab.

Splash Page & SSO
Access SchooLinks directly from 
the school's official Student 
Splash Page bookmark as well 
as the Single Sign On (SSO)

Direct URL
Go directly to the main 
application login portal at 
www.schoolinks.com.

Authentication: Students will sign in with their student Google account.
                               Parents will sign in using their email listed in Parentvue.



SchooLinks
College Application Manager is now open for students

How to Access:
1. Click on the Colleges icon in the sidebar

2. Select College Applications from the menu

⚠ THIS IS VERY IMPORTANT
● ANY college a student is applying to MUST be listed in the College 

Application Manager.
● If a college is not listed, no materials will be sent to that college.



SchooLinks
College Application Setup

Application Setup Includes:
● Personal details (birthday + home address)

● Fee Waiver Eligibility

● FERPA Waiver for Students 
        Family Educational Rights Privacy Act 
● Linking Common App Account with 

Schoolinks

⚠ IMPORTANT NOTE
The College Application 
Manager is NOT where 
students apply to 
college.

Senior ACCESS Timeline:
8/19 Students learned about these setup steps. | 8/26: Hands-on student workshop.



SchooLinks - Parent Requirement
Parent FERPA Authorization Required

Using email listed in Parentvue
Sign in using one of the options below: 
a. Click Login with Google, Microsoft, or 

LinkedIn If you have a Google, Microsoft, or 
LinkedIn email on file with the district.

b. Click Forgot Password, enter the email you 
have on file with the district, then follow the 
email instructions to create a password

2b

2a

Only One Parent will need to complete the FERPA Authorization



Parent FERPA Requirement

Once logged in, click the My students 
tab at the top to view the associated 
students determined by your district.

*If you don’t see the right students, email 
curriculum@ipsd.org.

Click on a student’s name to view their 
casefile. 



Parent FERPA Requirement

Complete the FERPA authorization 
by going to Student Casefile > 
Consent & Releases.

From the casefile you can see 
your student’s assessment results, 
review course plans, reach out to 
their counselor, and more!  

⚠ IMPORTANT NOTE
Parent Access in Schoolinks is view 
only. Won’t have access to adding 
colleges in college application 



Letters of Recommendation


2. Platforms
Where to add 
recommenders:

SchooLinks: Must add all 
Teacher or Counselor 
recommenders in the College 
Application Manager. Do not add 
counselors under "Teacher 
Evaluations".

Common App: Add other 
external recommenders (Coach, 
Employer, or Religious Leader) 
directly in Common App.


3. Crucial Rules
Keep requirements in mind:

Counselor Recs: Even if 
auto-requested in SchooLinks, 
you must still ask them. Never 
assume.

Teacher Evaluations: Must be 
an actual academic teacher, not 
a coach or boss.

Deadlines: Recommenders have 
until the published college 
admission deadline to submit 
letters.


1. The Request
First step is personal 
outreach.

Ask First: Always speak with 
your recommender before 
sending formal digital requests.

Complete the Form: Fill out the 
Letter of Rec Form.

Share Details: Directly share the 
completed form with them to 
guide their writing.



Transcripts
Initial Transcript
Sent to colleges listed in 
your SchooLinks College 
Application Manager.

● FERPA must be completed 
in BOTH Common App & 
SchooLinks.

● Begin sending Sept. 1st.

Mid-Year Reports
Some colleges may 
require updated mid-year 
performance reports.

● Includes 7th semester 
grades (1st semester of 
Senior year).

● Available starting end of 
January 2027. 

● Sent in Schoolinks

Self-Reporting
For colleges that require 
you to manually enter 
your own courses and 
grades.

● Request a "self-view" 
transcript in Parchment 
to use as reference.

⚠ CRITICAL WARNING
DO NOT request transcripts in Parchment to be sent to colleges. 
Only use Parchment for military requests (direct enlistment), NCAA/NAIA, and scholarships.



Standardized Testing
ACT/SAT



SAT / ACT General Info
Test Policies
● Test Optional: Some colleges do not 

require scores. Consult individual 
college websites or www.fairtest.org.

● Superscoring: Some
●  schools combine your highest 

subscores across different test dates 
to create a new, higher composite 
score.

Sending Scores
● Official Requests: Request scores 

directly via www.collegeboard.org 
(SAT) or www.actstudent.org (ACT).

● Highest Score: Colleges always look 
at your highest scores. Talk to your 
admissions representative for 
school-specific details. 

● Scores Sent Electronically: typically 
sent 5-10 business days after 
ordering. Rush Shipping available 1-4 
days

⚠ CRITICAL WARNING
NVHS DOES NOT AND CANNOT SEND TEST SCORES
You must officially request and send your scores yourself through College Board or ACT.

http://www.fairtest.org
http://www.collegeboard.org
http://www.actstudent.org


Sending Official ACT/SAT Scores

ACTACT.org

Score Report Fee $20.00 per test 
date, per report (includes superscore report)

Superscore: Automatically calculated if you 
test more than once. Averages your highest 
section scores across all dates. Widely accepted 
by colleges.

Scores from a Single Test: Prefer to send a 
specific date or category? You can still choose to 
send scores from a single, individual test event.

SATCollegeboard.org

Score Report Fee $15.00 per report

Score Choice Selection: For each recipient, 
choose to send all scores or only your best scores. 
Perfect for highlighting your strongest 
performance.

Verify College Policies: Some institutions 
require seeing all SAT attempts. Always review 
school policy requirements when selecting which 
scores to send.

https://act.org
https://collegeboard.org


Fall 2026 Test Dates

Test Date Registration Late Reg

Sept 19, 2026 Aug 14, 2026 Sept 1, 2026

Oct 17, 2026 Sept 11, 2026 Sept 29, 2026

Dec 12, 2026 Nov 6, 2026 Nov 29, 2026

Test Date Registration Late Reg

Sept 12, 2026 Aug 28, 2026 Sept 1, 2026

Oct 3, 2026 Sept 18, 2026 Sept 22, 2026

Nov 7, 2026 Oct 23, 2026 Oct 27, 2026

Dec 5, 2026 Nov 20, 2026 Nov 24, 2026

ACT ACT.ORG SAT Collegeboard.org



Application Process
Steps & Deadlines 



Student Steps to Take
1. RECOMMENDATION
If required, ask teacher/staff. Complete & provide letter 
of recommendation form.

2. ADMISSION WEBSITE
Visit college/institution admission website.

3. APPLICATION FORMAT
Pick your application format (Common App, 
Institutional, Coalition, etc.)

4. REQUEST TRANSCRIPT
If needed, request self-view transcript in Parchment 
(self-reporting grades).

5. LOG INTO SCHOOLINKS
 COMPLETE:
● Complete FERPA waiver
● Link SchooLinks with Common App (if applicable)
● Add additional schools you are applying directly to
● Assign recommenders in SchooLinks

6. ACT / SAT SCORES
Order and send ACT/SAT scores.

7. Pay Application Fees
Complete Application Fee(s) and submit student 
application prior to application deadline



Deadlines to Add Colleges & Recommenders in Schoolinks
College Application Deadline       SchooLinks Submission Deadline

October 15, 2026 Mon., September 28, 2026

November 1, 2026 Fri., October 16, 2026

November 15, 2026 Mon., November 2, 2026

December 1, 2026 Fri., November 6, 2026

January 1, 2027 Mon., December 7, 2026



Application Follow Up


Check Application Status: Once submitted, check the 
status of your application on the college’s website.


Contact Admissions: If you have questions, students 
should call the College Admissions Office of the specific 
institution.


Submit if Waiting: Students can submit application if 
waiting for required documents to be sent (i.e., Transcript, 
letters of rec, test scores).



Frequently Asked Questions
What is my class rank?
NVHS does not rank (Answer N/A). We do provide 
percentile ranks on our NVHS School Profile, 
which can be found on www.nvhsguidance.com

Senior Class Size

715
GPA Scale
We operate on a 4.0 
scale. The transcript we 
send reports weighted 
GPA.

Counselor & Teacher Recs
Counselors and recommenders have until the 
published college admission deadline to send 
documents!

How do I categorize my courses?
All non-AP/Honors core courses (such as 
Physics) are considered college prep. All 
non-core electives are considered 
regular/standard.

Exceptions:
● PLTW & VEI: Honors
● Calc 3: Honors + Dual Credit

Fee Waiver
Check with your 
counselor if you are 
unsure if you qualify.



College Athletics
Grades, Courses, Transcripts 



D1 and D2 Athletes

1. Requirements
Ensure you meet all 
NCAA eligibility 
standards:

● Complete the approved 
16 core course 
requirements.

● Maintain an NCAA Core 
GPA of 2.3 or higher.

See your counselor and contact 
colleges directly.

2. Registration
Register with the official 
clearinghouse to start 
the process:

NCAA Clearinghouse
web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/

3. Transcripts
Send your official 
transcripts directly to 
the Eligibility Center:

Request via Parchment:
www.nvhsguidance.com

Official records must be 
sent electronically.

https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/
https://www.nvhsguidance.com/


NAIA College Athletics

1. Registration
Register with the NAIA Eligibility 
Center to start your athletic 
eligibility process:

NAIA Eligibility Center
www.playnaia.org

2. Transcripts
Send your official transcripts 
directly to the eligibility center:

Request via Parchment
Official records must be sent electronically.



Financial Aid
Scholarships and FAFSA



Financial Aid
1. FAFSA & State Req
FAFSA is required by 
the State of Illinois for 
graduation (or a 
waiver must be on 
file)

FAFSA available starting 
in October at 
www.fafsa.gov

2. Tools & Estimators
Use the Financial Aid 
Estimators & Net Price 
Calculator on the 
colleges' websites - 
start early!

Financial Aid Profile / 
College Scholarship 
Service (CSS)

3. Scholarships
Senior Scholarship 
Bulletin for NV Students

Additional scholarship 
search engines are listed 
on SchooLinks and 
www.nvhsguidance.com 
under the College and 
Career tab

Upcoming event: Financial Aid Night | September 22 at 6:00 p.m.

http://www.fafsa.gov
http://www.nvhsguidance.com


Supports & Resources



Need Help? Have Questions?

1. Counselors
Students can make an 
appointment with your 
Counselor during option 
or ACCESS Wednesdays

2. Guidance Website
www.nvhsguidance.com/seniors

3. Google Classroom
Students should be 
Checking the Class House 
Google Classroom for all 
important and time 
sensitive announcements 
& reminders

http://www.nvhsguidance.com/seniors


Thank You!


